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BISHOP J. O. PATTERSON, SR. 


The 79th Holy Convocation was 
conducted November 4-10, 1986 
in Memphis, Tennessee. The 
theme of the convocation was 
“The Vision Unfolds.’’ More 
than before, the saints arrived 
early as the convention was 
shorten to seven days. Every- 
thing from the musical night 
through the communion service 
was filled with great praises to 
God. 


Monday night the saints 
gathered into Mason Temple for 
a great musical. The Elder Lee 
Head opened the meeting with 
a thunderous prayer. What fol- 
lowed was more of the spirit- 
filled music we saints love so 
very much. Dr. Mattie Clark and 
the International Music Depart- 
ment were excellent. A variety 
of special guests artist appeared 
and the service was a blessing. 
At the end of the service, Dr. 
Clark presented the Central 
Jurisdiction of Tennessee with a 
giant trophy for that jurisdic- 
tion’s understanding service. 


OFFICIAL 


The saints started to gather 
early in the morning. Some 
appeared on the scene at 5:00 a. 
m. to claim a desired seat. Why? 
Official Day at the Holy Convo- 
cation is an unspeakable joy and 
every saint wants the opportun- 
ity to sit among the throng and 
praise God. The choir was beau- 
tifully adorned and sung 
sweetly. The general officers of 
the Church were in position and 
the Lord was smiling upon His 


Tuesday morning, the General 
Board of Bishops gave their 
usual greetings to the delegates. 
The time of fasting and conse- 
cration was the order of the day 
and most participated. After the 
individual greetings our leader, 
the bishop of bishops, Bishop J. 
O. Patterson, Sr. greeted the 
saints. He shared his time with 
a visiting dignitary from another 
pentecostal movement. The 
Bishop Fuller of the Fire Bap- 
tized Church spoke to the 
Church. Bishop Fuller is the 
senior bishop in that movement. 
His remarks were uplifting. 
About our presiding bishop he 
commented Bishop Patterson 
has the faith of Abraham, the 
zeal of Jehu, the courage of 
David, the stength of Sampson, 
the love of Jonathan, the holiness 
of Peter and the eloquence of St. 
Paul; then he preached. Follow- 
ing him came our own Bishop 
Herbert Williams of Saginaw, 
Michigan. He did the saints in 
North Central Michigan proud! 
He took his text from St. John 


DAY— COMMUNION 
UNFORGETTABLE!" 


people. 


The Bishop L. H. Ford intro- 
duced the presiding bishop, 
Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. and 
the saints settled in to hear 
God’s man of the hour. The 
bishop desired to bring a mes- 
sage from heaven and took no 
subject. He read from a text in 
II Samuel 9:1, where David 


Continued on page 8 


17:13 and took the subject, 
‘Insulated But Not Isolated.” 
Bishop Williams said after 46 
years of preaching he has 
learned to say more and holler 
less. That night, Elder King of 
Detroit, Michigan spoke. The 
tall quiet apostle of evangelism 
made his presence known. He 
was pleased that after 37 years 
of attending the Holy Convoca- 
tion that he was standing in 
Mason Temple preaching. He 
took his text from Acts 22:12-16 
and his subject was “Our Grea- 
test Priority.” He left the Holy 
Convocation with the serious 
thought of witnessing. 


The next day the General Board 
of Bishops and Bishop Ithiel 
Clemmons of Eastern New York, 
led the saints in a deeply spir- 
itual prayer. God glorified the 
saints and Mason Temple had 
a special rare atmosphere. Fol- 
lowing that, the Wednesday 
morning speaker was Bishop L. 
B. Johnson, new prelate of Cali- 
fornia Northeastern. He went to 
work on the 87th Psalm. The 
thought was “Born In The 
Church.”’ The message was a 
contrast of the then and now. 
Thank God for being born again 
to a higher calling. Later that 
night Bishop Westbrook stood 
behind the sacred desk in Mason 
Temple. His message was pre- 
ceded by the golden tones of 
Missionary Emily Bram Bibby 
who sung “One Day At a Time.” 
Bishop Westbrook, prelate of 
Washington State invited the 
saints to walk the corridors of 
his experience. He use to sleep 
in Mason Temple and now he is 
preaching there. He commented 
how one night he even slept in 
the bishop’s chambers due to the 
kindness of a security guard. 
The bishop took his text from 
Matthew 13th chapter. His sub- 
ject was “The Church”’. Follow- 
ing the message, the Elder Bran- 
don Porter did the call to 
discipleship. 


Pictured Left to Right: 
Bishop F. D. Washington 
Rev. Pat Robinson 
and the 


Bishop J. O. Patterson 


Thursday morning, Bishop H. D. 
Bordeaux excited the saints 
with a thrilling message of 
evangelism. He used Matthew 
28:18-20 very effectively and 
spoke of the commission to the 
believer. He asserted to us all 
that we must “Go!” His expo- 
sition was enlightening and 
powerful. Dr. David Eubanks 
conducted the soul saving call to 
discipleship. That Thursday 
night the saints moved to the 
Cook Convention Center. By 
Wednesday night the crowd was 
overflowing at Mason Temple. 
Bishop J. C. Gilkey, the quiet 
man from Wichita, Kansas 
preached. Bishop Gilkey is pre- 
late of Kansas Southwest and 
was ready to preach. The night 
was rather long and he wasted 
little time bringing the Word of 
God. He expounded the sterling 
instruction of Paul to Timothy. 
Il Timothy 2:15-19 was his text. 
His subject was “Standing On 
A Sure Foundation.” The bishop 
is a good preacher! 


Friday morning was Women’s 
Day. The Supervisor of Women, 
Dr. Mattie McGlothen did her 
very best, which is usually 
impressive. She stood to deliver 
her annual convocation mes- 
sage. The less few years Mother 
has been seating while speaking 
to the convocation. She made it 
clear the Women’s Department 
will always be a part of the 
unfolding vision of the Church. 
Mother brought home the mes- 
sage that the Church of God in 
Christ needs holy women. Evan- 
gelist Ida Simpson delivered a 
sterling message. Going to the 
Epistle of Romans 1:16, she 
confirmed that to saints, “We 
Are Facing Some Great Prob- 
lems.” Before she sat down it 
was apparent that Christ is 
more than equal to the chal- 
lenge. She handled the theolog- 
ical terms with great skill. Her 
understanding of the signifi- 
cance of faith, grace and justi- 


“Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” JOHN 8:32. 
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fication made the message inspir- 
ing and educational. In two 
words: SOME MESSAGE! 


That night Missions was the 
topic. Bishop C. L. Moody the 
president of missions responded 
with a great agenda and good 
news. Our Church is growing in 
other places in the world as 
quickly as in America. The 
Church of God in Christ is 
conducting services in 45 coun- 
tries. In Malawi, Central Africa, 
700 churches proposed to join 
our movement at one time. 
Literally thousands upon thou- 
sands could become members 1n 
one move. From around the 
world the saints have come. 
That night people from Africa, 
Asia, Europe and various Islands 
spoke to the convocation. 


Later that night, Bishop Samuel 
Greene opened a prophetic mes- 
sage using the convocation’s 
theme. His thought was a vari- 
ation, “Catch the Vision.” The 
Bishop is a man of great expe- 
rience an depicted aspects of the 
vision which the Church needs 
to hear. Habakkuk’s call was one 
of unity and Bishop Greene was 
striking the same cord. 


The next day was full of activ- 
ities. The Sunshine Band and 
Purity Class were in charge at 
11:00. That afternoon was the 
Ground breaking exercise for 
ASU and the Presiding Bishop’s 
Dinner. Come Saturday night, 
the saints were ready for some 
preaching. The Evangelist hour 
was host by Elder M. Pace and 
Sister Emma Lewis. These two 
got the night off with singing 
and hot messages. What fol- 
lowed them were numerous 
evangelists and missionaries 
from everywhere. Like the old 
saying, “Enough was said to 
save the world.’ Later that 
evening Elder Meadows from 
Alabama stood on the standard 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 
STARVING SAINTS 
by 
Mary A. Kennedy 


Thousands of years ago, there 
was a society in turmoil and 
there were godly people who saw 
approaching desolation. There 
were only a few who retained 
their intregrity and honor, and 
these few were starving. Isaiah 
recorded it: ‘“Therefore my peo- 
ple are gone into captivity, 
because they have no knowl- 
edge; and their honorable men 
are famished, and their multi- 
tude dried up with thirst.”’ 
(Isaiah 5:13) 


Starving saints! Famished peo- 
ple who were honorable but not 
satisfied, moral but not fed. And 
we are in a similar situation 
today. The society is disintegrat- 
ing around us, evildoers are 
flourishing and honourable 
people--saints--are starving. The 
leaders who are righteous are 
also usually famished. 


You can look around you in the 
church and see saints whose 
eyes look like the eyes of people 
in Third World countries who 
are dying of starvation. That 
same wary exhaustion, the wis- 
dom that comes from seeing evil, 
the lack of hope for a better 
tomorrow--you can see this in 
the eyes of honorable people in 
the church, because many of us 
are famished. We may have 
enough to feed our bodies but our 
souls often go unfed, especially 
when we are in positions of 
leadership. . 


Evil people do not usually have 
this look of starvation. You can 
see people who are criminals--on 
the street or in the government 
or wherever--and generally they 
look like they are not famished. 
This is because Satan feeds his 
own. True, the meat that he 
gives will poison them and 
destroy them; the bread that he 
offers is the bread of sorrow and 
death. But he does feed them, 
and he deceives them so they 
think that what they have will 
last forever. 


Honorable people know that 
Satan is a liar and that his food 
will not satisfy. They resist him 
and live good lives, keeping the 
commandments, building the 
kingdom, caring for their broth- 
ers and sisters. But they often 
become famished because they 
often neglect to feed themselves. 
And the leaders need more food 
than ordinary people do, because 
they are expending more energy. 
They have tender, sensitive 
hearts that need to be fed often; 
their awareness of evil drains 
them of hope and energy, and 
their strength needs to be 
replenished. 


But we must seek God if we 
want to be fed, and Satan will 
do everything he can to hinder 
us in our search for God. If he 
cannot get us to backslide, he 
will try to starve us to death by 
keeping us too busy or too 


discouraged to seek God. His 
people do not need to seek to be 
fed; he feeds them automati- 
cally, and makes it easy for them 
to destroy themselves. But we 


whoare honorable must seek our 
nourishment and our suste- 
nance. It’s there for us but it will 
not come automatically. 


This sometimes does not seem 
fair. Shouldn’t it be easy to live 
a godly life, just like it’s easy to 
live a sinful life? Shouldn’t 
honorable people be fed as easily 
as the evil people are fed? 


According to God’s original plan, 
people were fed easily. Adam and 
Eve had a natural inclination to 
obey God, to seek Him, to love 
and know Him. They had to be 
taught how to sin, and I believe 
Satan had to work hard to get 
them to sin. But they fell, and 
now our natural inclination is to 
do evil, to sin, to rebel. We have 
to be taught how to do good and 
how to seek God. This is why 
the people go into captivity--we 
don’t know how to seek God--and 
why the honorable men are 
famished. If we hope to be fed, 
hope to survive spiritually, we 
must seek to be fed spiritually 
as eagerly as we seek to be fed 
physically. 


Who among us will go running 
to prayer as eagerly as we run 
to the supper table? Who will 
seek God more earnestly than we 
seek groceries? Who will pray 
and read the Word of God even 
when weary, just as we shop for 
food even though we’re tired? 


Hard times are coming for this 
nation and for our church. This 
is the time to build up your 
strength. Now is the time to hide 
God’s word in your heart. It is 
a time to seek God as never 
before. And if you hope to remain 
honorable, you must feed your- 
self. Seek God for yourself. Work 
out your own soul’s salvation. 
Put your relationship with Him 
first. Press on, struggle, strive 
to stay close to Him; desire His 
presence more than you desire 
anything else. 


Yes, it’s a challenge and a great 
struggle. But the blessings are 
just as great as the work, and 
God is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him (Hebrews 
11:6). Don’t be surprised when 
you seem to be spiritually 
hungry and sinners are sleekly 
well-fed. Just seek God, delight 
in Him, trust Him; believe that 
He will feed you as long as you 
receive from Him. And one 
bright day we’ll gather in 
heaven, where there will be no 
more hunger of any sort. 
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Bishop J. O. Patterson 
Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ 


Church of God in Christ, Inc. 


International Headquarters 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Office of the Presiding Bishop 


Beloved Fellow-servants: 
Greetings in the precious name, Jesus. 


May I welcome you to the Seventy-ninth Holy 


Convocation of the Church at Memphis. Your 


presence here will bless the city and we pray that 
the conclave will bless and strengthen you in your 
ministry and walk with the Lord. 


This year promises to be landmark in the miles- 
tones of our history. The Fathers of the Church, 
who now sleep in Jesus, will be honored through 
our willingness to have vision for this present age. 
When the framers of our Holy Fellowship met in 
November 1907 here in Memphis I am certain that 
they knew that the whole man had to be developed. 
They knew that men were not complete unless 
their minds were developed and prepared for the 
understanding of God in the world. Christian 
Education became one of the watchwords of our 
pentecostal roots and scholars of the Nineteenth 
Century entered this century attempting to 
explain the phenomenon of the “Latter Rain 
Revivals.” 


Children of the Twentieth Century will rise up and 
call us blessed after this year has ended because 
we have, at last, allowed The Vision to Unfold!!! 
The ground will be broken for the ALL SAINTS 
UNIVERSITY during this meeting and, God willing, 
the first building will be completed in March of 
1987. Your continued support and prayers will 
bring the vision into full focus in record time. 


Regardless of the forecast by those who appoint 
themselves prognosticators of God’s weather plan 
for our future, keep in mind that God is in charge 
of the future and nothing in our past can hinder 
our progress in Him. 


Yours in His service, 


G.0 Reine 


J. O. Patterson, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ, Inc. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


ASU 
BREAKING GROUND 


For the record, ASU broke 
ground November 8, 1986. The 
Whole Truth was there to cap- 
ture every exciting moment of 
this history making event. The 
first shovel of soil was lifted 
from the ground by the presiding 
bishop. Bishop J. O. Patterson, 
Sr. and other notables were on 
hand to provide the agenda. 
Hundreds of saints braved the 
wet chilly weather and soggy 
field to witness another phrase 
in our church’s development. 
The miracle of 86 is part and 
parcel of the unfolding vision. 


During the activity many people 
spoke of the struggle the saints 
made to get in position and break 
ground. Mother Bessie Kelly, the 
wife of the late Bishop O. M. 
Kelly was on hand. She received 
a commendation from the presid- 
ing bishop. Mother Irene Oakley 
read the statement of ceremony 


SSH Ss. 
—_ 


ground breaking. 


Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr., addresses the crowd 


and all rejoiced as the digging 
started. Bishop Patterson who 
was named the first president of 
ASU reflected his first task will 
be to begin a search for his 
successor. The event was also 
blessed with the purchase of 
commemorative shovels. Eve- 
ryone who contributed $100.00 
received a shovel which read, 
“All Saints Univesity.”’ Church 
of God in Christ, Ground Break- 
ing, November 8, 1986, Mem- 
phis, Tenn. and the Presiding 
Bishop’s name affixed. 


Hopefully, that small hole will 
grow into a much larger one and 
some foundation work will 
begin. All Saints University is 
going to be a reality. The entire 


world is awaiting our progress, 


as our present demands activity 
and our future hope. ASU 
NOW!!! 


ete 8 


at the 


PROMOTION 
Wet) MOEN 
DEPARTMENT 


During the 79th Holy Convoca- 
tion the International Women’s 
Department made_ several 
appointments. The ranks of the 
Jurisdictional supervisors were 
replenished with more beautiful 
and saintly women of the Lord. 
In there were 12 appointments. 
These fine ladies will be serving 
with their respective jurisdic- 
tions in our traditional and 
progressive Cogic women’s min- 
istry. Dr. McGlothen made these 
appointment during the Wom- 
en’s Day of the Holy Convoca- 
tion. The church is praying that 
these fine women will develop 
into a solid part of their respec- 
tive jurisdiction’s 
administration. 


The Whole Truth is announcing 
the following appointments 
made by Dr. McGlothen, the 
International Supervisor of 
Women. These ladies shall carry 
the title Jurisdictional Supervi- 
sor and will be elevated to 
authority, respect and task com- 
mensurate of said title. 


1. Mrs. Helena Akins, New York 
Western Ist Jur. 


2. Mrs. Mary A. Bell, Kentucky, 
2nd Jur. 


3. Mrs. Thelma Brown, Okla- 
homa S. E. Jur. 


4. Mrs. E. M. Devers, California 
Northeastern Jur. . 


5. Mrs. Nanie King, Missouri 
Western Jur. 


6. Mrs. Vineda Martin, Pennsy]l- 
vania Western, 2nd Jur. 


7. Mrs. Mary Ellen Mereditt, 
Ohio North Jur. 


8. Mrs. Willie M. Pope, Florida 
Western Jur. 


9. Mrs. Dorothy Pulliam, Fed- 
eral Rep. W. Germany Jur. 


10. Mrs. Georgetta Smith, Cali- 
fornia Northern 1st Jur. 


11. Mrs. Bettye Sue Vaughn, 
Tennessee Central Jur. 


12. Mrs. Theda Wells, Oregon 
First Jur. 
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WOMEN’S 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION 


The Women’s International Con- 
vention will commence May 26- 
May 31, 1986 in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The department 
encourages all women to become 
delegates and acquire the Red 
Card. The price for supervisors 
is $350.00, delegates pay $300.00 
and a $70.00 deposit will secure 


your spot. There will be 7 hotels 
and over 2,000 rooms available. 
Don’t wait get your Red Card 
today! 


Send to: Women’s International 
Convention, P.O. Box 1695 Mem- 
phis, Tennessee 38101, 


*NO PERSONAL CHECKS 


BISHOP WILLIS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
CHAIRMAN 


The election of the General 
Assembly Chairman was held 
during the 79th Holy Convoca- 
tion. The delegates were poised 
for the historic event and each 
prepared to do his or her part. 
At sake was the chairmanship 
of the assembly and authority to 
guide that august body in the 
matters of the church. 


Running for the position was the 
incumbent, Bishop Levi Willis 
and the challenger, Dr. Oliver J. 
Haney. The brief and relatively 
moderate campaign was high- 
lighted by each candidate mak- 
ing appearances before the var- 
ious constituent groups 
attending the convocation. 
Bishop Willis and Dr. Haney 
both enjoy face and name recog- 
nition. The two of them shook 
hands with individuals and 
discussed issues. Bishop Willis 
passed out some nice looking 
campaign ink pens, which were 
personalized. All and all the 
delegates met the two fine can- 
didates and were prepared to 
vote Monday, November 10, 
1986. 


At Mason Temple the delegates 
were gathered to receive the 
totals. The vote count was 
announced and it reflected a 
substantial margin of victory for 
the incumbent, Bishop Willis. 
For the record, the count was 
Willis-1003 votes, Haney-333 
votes and Thomas received 4 
votes. Bishop A. LaDell Thomas 
had withdrawn from the election 
prior to the Holy Convocation. 


After the results were 
announced, the two candidates 
made statements. The chal- 
lenger, Dr. Haney offered his 
support in anyway possible to 
create a better assembly. The 
reelected chairman and the chal- 
lenger embraced as a show of 
unity. The chairman spoke of 
progress the future. He lovely 
embraced his wife and thank the 
supporters who made his reelec- 
tion possible. The Presiding 
Bishop spoke encouraging words 
and hopes the next four years 
will be those of productivity. 


MAKE 
SAINTS 
CENTER 
A 
REALITY 


MOTHER MATTIE McGLOTHEN 


OBITUARY 


“Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuf- 
fering and doctrine.” II Timothy 
4:2 


Elder S. E. Mitchell, in the truest 
sense, was a gospel preacher. He 
was instant in season and out 
of season. He stood on the Word 
of God, making full proof of his 
ministry as an evangelist. His 
ministry touched the lives of 
many saints across the nation. 


He was born on May 16, 1926, 
the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel E. Mitchell. He grew up 
in Dallas, Texas and was grad- 
uated from the Dallas Public 
Schools. He received his formal 
education from Butler College in 
Tyler, Texas. Upon graduating 
from high school, he served in 
the U.S. Army during World 
War II. 


Elder Mitchell accepted Christ 
as his personal Savior under the 
evangelistic ministry of Elder H. 
H. Watkins at the North Park 
Church of God in Christ. Shortly 
after his conversion, he accepted 
the call to the ministry. 


He realized at this time that God 
had placed him in the church as 
an evangelist. It was not long 
before this unique anointing was 
recognized by the late Bishop 
Charles Harrison Mason. Upon 
the recommendation of Bishop 
Mason, Elder Mitchell’s minis- 


ELDER S. E. MITCHELL 


try began to receive national 
attention. Knowing that it is not 
good for men to be alone, he was 
joined in holy matrimony to 
Ivery Jean Smith in 1950. To this 
union, three children were born: 
Hugh Edward “Sandy”, Mary 
Lauranetta, and Jesse Clarence. 


His work in the church included 
thirty-seven years of serving 
God faithfully as an evangelist, 
pastor and teacher. Through his 
ministry, many churches were 
organized. During the early 
years of his ministry, he pas- 
tored churches in California: El 
Centro, Santa Barbara, San 
Bernardino, and Los Angeles. 
Receiving a divine call from God 
to return to Texas, he pastored 
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PRESIDING BISHOP’S BISHOP McKINNEY MEETS WITH 
BENEFIT DINNER 


Bishop J. O. Patterson poses with the winner, Mr. 
Maurice Ross. Also in the photo is Bro. Douglas Wilkins, 
Elder O. T. Massey and to the rear Elder Harold C. Ray. 


The Seventeenth Annual Presid- 
ing Bishop’s Benefit Dinner was 
held November 8, 1986, at 4:00 
p. m. The Cook Convention 
Center was the site of the dinner 
established to appreciate the fine 
arts. Hundreds of saints paid 
$100.00 to participate and dem- 
onstrate their support for youth 
in the Church of God in Christ, 
whose great talent is so very 
outstanding. The saints enjoyed 
the good food, fellowship and the 
multi-talented youth perform. 


Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr., is a 
friend to youth and he promotes 
this annual dinner to encourage 
talented youth to continue their 
education. As the bishop 
reflected, “Walter Winchell, the 
noted radio personality said a 
friend is one who walks in when 
the world walks out.” Our youth 
can say the Church of God in 
Christ has never left them. 


The dinner committee headed by 
Elder Otis T. Massey assembled 
six wonderful youth together. 
These youth presented their 
talent before the saints. The fine 
meal, beautiful surroundings 
and cultured presentation made 
for a splendid touch of class. 
After the youth individually 
presented their talent, the com- 
mittee of judges made the diffi- 
cult choice of what prize to 
award each youth. Really each 
of them deserve first place but 
that is certainly impossible. 


The grand prize winner was Bro. 
Maurice Ross. Maurice is the 
member of the Northside 
Church of God in Christ, where 
his father Elder Marion Ross is 
pastor. Maurice’s mother is Mrs. 
Cora Ross. Maurice is currently 
a student attending Texas, 
Southern University. He is seek- 
ing a bachelors degree in music 


education. His desire is to even- 
tually teach school and organize 
a COGIC symphonic band or 
orchestra. All of his native 
Tulsa, Oklahomans should be 
proud of this young man. To win 
the grand prize Maurice played 
a Clarinet. He did two classical 
pieces and a gospel selection. For 


his efforts he received $1,800.00.. 


Bro. Shannon Peters of Dallas, 
Texas received $1,500.00. Miss 
Rebecca Casson of St. Louis, Mo. 
received $1,200.00 Miss Le 
Melva Charisse Eubanks was 
awarded $1,000.00. Mr. Alex 
Byrd of Dallas received $800.00. 
Miss Tejuana Thomas was 
awarded $700.00. Each of them 
were very deserving and have a 
wealth of talent. Each of them 
iS a Winner! 


Other award presentations were 
made to deserving saints. Mrs. 
Julia Mason Atkins received a 
special recognition award. For 
being the first jurisdiction to pay 
in full its reservation, the 
Washington State jurisdiction 
was cited. Bishop T. L. West- 
brook is the prelate. First lady 
and gentleman to pay in full 
were Mrs. W. E. Jefferies and 
Bishop W. E. Jefferies 
respectively. 


Special recognition must be 
given to the committee for a job 
well done. Elder O. T. Massey, 
Elder A. Z. Hall, Sis. Sara J. 
Powell, Sis. Geraldine Miller, 
Mo. Freddie J. Bell, Sis. Frances 
Miller, Sis. Joan E. W. Golden, 
and Mo. Irene Oakley. Mrs. Julia 
Mason Atkins is the Executive 
Director of the C. H. Mason 
Foundation. 


WORLD’S 
LARGEST 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Bishop Cleveland W. Williams 
and Missionary Gloria Smith 
hosted the world’s largest Sun- 
day school again. International 
Sunday School Superintendent 
and Field Representative respec- 
tively have combined with Sun- 
day school scholars from around 
the country and conducted the 
79th Holy Convocation Sunday 


school. It is so large that it must 
be the largest on record. More 
than 25,000 saints come together 
and study the Word of God in 
advance of the Official Day 
services. What a wonderful site 
to behold as Bishop Williams 
sent 350 teachers and numerous 
sectional Superintendents 
Continued on page 5 


PRESIDENT REAGAN ON CHILD 
PORNOGRAPHY 


Washington, D. C.-Appointed by 
Presiding BishopJ. O. Patterson, 
Sr. to represent the 3 1/2 million 
member Church of God in 
Christ, Bishop George D. McKin- 
ney of San Diego was a key 
figure in a session with Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and other 
high ranking officials which has 
resulted in direct action against 
the growing ills of child porno- 
graphy in this nation. 


Leaders of 150 million “‘people of 
faith” were represented at the 
session, including high officials 
of the Roman Catholic Church, 
Greek Orthodox, Jewish, Latter 
Day Saints, and Protestant 
churches. 


The gathering lauded the report 
of the Attorney General’s Com- 
mission on Pornography which 
was made public last July and 
called for that commission’s 
plan to be aggressively 
implemented. 


Specifically, the alliance asked 
for and received the President’s 


agreement to: 


-Speak out against hard core 
pornography and seek support 
for the Attorney general’s seven- 
point plan in his cabinet, in 
speeches, in his radio broad- 
casts, in his State of the Union 
Address, and to law enforcement 
officials so that his commitment 
to enforcement of obscenity laws 
would be clear to all. 


-Instruct all appropriate agen- 
cies of his Administration to 
make the eradication of child 
pornography and of violent and 
degrading pornography a major 
priority through acts of support 
and by implementing the Attor- 
ney general’s plan. 


-To personally direct the Justice 
department (FBI, US attorneys), 
the Treasury Department (Cus- 
toms) and the Postal Service to 
vigorously enforce obscenity 
laws. 


The group also asked commit- 
ment from Attorney General 


Edwin Meese to direct the Jus- 
tice Department to aggressively 
enforce all obscenity laws and to 
hold them accountable for doing 
so, to work with Congress to 
enact his legislative recommen- 
dations, and to provide funding 
and personnel necessary for the 
vigorous prosecution of 
violators. 


In a letter containing all their 
requests, the religious leaders 
declared, “We stand ready to 
mobilize our constituents across 
this nation, in support of you and 
your Administration, for a 
strong commitment to eliminate 
illegal pornography.” 


PREACHERS SEMINAR SUCCESS 


The Bishop H. J. Bell has labored 
hard to provide a seminar of 
quality for the elders and min- 
isters attending the Holy Convo- 
cation. Assisted by Bishop Earl 
Wright of Detroit, Michigan, the 
two of them have been instru- 
mental in bringing before the 
men some outstanding talent. 
Whether it be seminars concern- 
ing finance, social problems, 
ministerial skill building, etc. 
The seminar has provided the 
best. Each seminar has been 


coupled with great preaching 
and works of the Lord. 


There is fellowship and _ har- 
mony within the seminar. The 
pressing issues of the Church 
organization take a back seat. 
Everyone is treated as a person 
of rank: a called servant of God. 
The years seminar was no excep- 
tion because the brothers daily 
received knowledge and 
inspiration. 


Bishop Bell deserves a special 
note of thanks because he takes 
much time to provide an approp- 
riate setting for the seminar. His 
rule is high hearted but business 
like in every way. The Preachers 
seminar is something that most 
men look forward to each year. 
As long as quality materials and 
speakers provide information 
the crowd will continue to be 
heavy. Hats off to the bishop and 
a job well done! 


E. Wright, Assistant Coordinators 


AN UNSUNG HERO 


When a man works he is seldom 
remembered by those he serves. 
If he is an ardent worker he is 
often taken for granted and we 
just assume that he'll be there 
when we need him. If he is a man 
of detail, many will see the 
surface work and miss the small 
tedious things that go to make 
up the whole. If he dies we then 
realize his worth and we begin 
to understand the vast contribu- 
tions of a man who feels deeply, 
works untiringly and avails 
himself to the Bride of Christ 
without second thought for his 
own health. 


Bishop W. L. Porter is often that 
man whom we take for granted. 


Maybe it’s because he’s always 
there. It seems that he’s always 
been there and we wonder what 
the Church did before he came 
into the National scene. Bishop 
Porter’s drive is likened unto 
that of ten men. He labors for 
the good of the Church and 
where there is a task he’ll face 
it squarely. Bishop Porter served 
for many years as Director of 
Public Relations for the Church, 
later he was elevated to the rank 
of National Auxiliary Bishop 
which was only a prelude to his 
present position as bishop of 
Central Tennessee. He does not, 
at present, hold any elected 
General Office but as an 
appointed officer of the Church 


In Photo: Bishop H. J. Bell, Coordinator, Supt. G. Banks, Mr. Paul and Bishop 


BISHOP W. L. PORTER 


in the area of superintendency 
for the National Properties, the 
Church could find no better or 
more dedicated servant. 


Continued on page 8 
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Bishop Herbert Williams had the honor to open the Convocaton. He preached 


the first full message. 
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CONVOCATION SITES AND SOUNDS 


The board of Bishops and general board members receive the saints at the altar. 


God was pouring out His spirit during the meeting. 


Dr. Mattie Clark directs the massive International choir. Elder Hank Reed lifts 


his magnificent baritone to extraordinary levels. 


IN THE PRESIDING BISHOP’S OFFICE 


Over the years the Presiding 
Bishop’s Office has been favored 
with excellent staff members. 
Mrs. Julia Mason Atkins served 
as Executive Secretary to the 
Presiding Bishop for many 
years. As a matter of fact, she 
worked with Bishop Patterson 
during his days as General 
Secretary. 


Bishop G.R. Ross worked in that 
same office before his election to 
the General Secretariat. Dr. J. 
Delano Ellis assisted Mrs. 
Atkins in the office for many 
years and then Elder A. Z. Hall 
was appointed to serve as Secre- 
tary to the Presiding Bishop. 
During Elder Hall’s tenure a 
“Golden” young lady returned to 
the office on a full time basis and 
she served for several years with 
distinction. As a matter of fact, 
her voice over the telephone told 
every caller that they had indeed 
reached the Office of the Presid- 
ing Bishop...She was Sister Joan 
E. W. Golden. 


Recently, Joan left the employ of 
the Presiding Bishop’s Office to 
serve as one of Memphis’ most 
popular Gospel Disc Jockeys for 
radio Station WLOK, 1340 A. M. 


Joan’s grand and humorous style 
is reflected in her daily ministry 
over that station from 5:00 A.M. 
until 10:00 A. M. Joan will 
continue to assist the Church 
through her work with the 
Charles Harrison Mason Foun- 
dation over which Mr. Atkins is 
Executive Director and the Elder 
O. Theodore Massey of Philadel- 
phia is Assistant Executive 
Director. 


Now, the Presiding Bishop’s 
Senior Secretary, Elder A. Z. 
Hall informs us that a new 
young lady has come to the office 
as Office Secretary...Mrs. Linda 
Walls Wilkins. Mrs. Wilkins 
comes to the office from the 
Memphis City School Board and 
her efficiency, and profession- 
ally quiet manner lends added 
grace and dignity to the work 
and ministry of the Chief Apos- 
tle of the Church 


We welcome Mrs. Wilkins to the 
Office of the Presiding Bishop. 


The contestants at the Presding Bishop’s Fine Art Dinner sat patiently awaiting 


the decision of the judges. From Left to Right: Mr. Shannon Peters, Miss Rebecca 
Casson, Miss LeMelva Charisse Eubanks, Miss TeJuana Thomas, Mrs Alex D. 
Byrd and Mr. Maurice C. Ross. 


SISTER JOAN E. GOLDEN 


MRS. LINDA W. WILKINS 


Continued from page 4 


SCHOOL 


among the crowd to teach. This 
year the staff was identifiable by 
the gray and blue badges proudly 
worn for the occasion. Bishop 
Williams was happy to inform 
the paper that the entire effort 
was planned with the use of 
computers. Bishop’s Sunday 
school has all the latest 
advances. 


During the week the interna- 
tional staff conducted a work- 
shop to encourage the local 
Sunday school personnel attend- 
ing the Holy Convocation. The 
theme of the workshop was 
“Church Growth”. Hopefully, 
the workshop will help produce 
better staff locally. 


Early Sunday morning the staff 
met and made ready to receive 
the crowd. Each teacher was in 
place and trying to have the 
largest class and raise the most 
funds. The department had 
prepared awards for the biggest 
and best classes. There was 
much excitement. Beautiful 
leather bound bibles were given 
to the top teachers and other 
winners received the Deborah 
Mason Patterson Award. It 
appeared that every class was 
filled to its capacity. Dr. Charles 
Smith and others pointed this 
reporter to an interesting site; 
there standing in the corner 
were 49 people. Upon going over 
and listening, it seemed Elder 
Live Tau of Reno, Nevada was 
teaching them. This class, the 
Standing 49ers were positioning 
themselves for those excellent 
seats just behind the platform. 


They stood more than an hour 
and enjoyed a very good study 
of the lesson. 


The whole experience was a 
great success and Bishop Willi- 
ams and staff need commenda- 
tion for their efforts. Together 
they received optimum coopera- 
tion from over 25,000 people. For 
the record Bishop and Field Rep. 
Smith are aided by Eld. Jerry 
Macklin, the International 
Assist. Sunday School Supt., Dr. 
S. A. Fluker, Dept. Chairman, 
Elder Robert Smith, Vice Chair- 
man, Elder C. Hooks, Dean of 
Lab, Dr. Philip Porter, Coordi- 
nator, Dr. C. M. McGee, Exec- 
utive Secretary and the follow- 
ing official staffers; Eld. James 
Linsey, Eld. Calvin Kirkland, 
Eld. A. F. Johnson, Eld. Ivory 
Holden and Mrs. Ann Williams, 
Pres. of Superintendent Wives. 


Support 
Your Business 
The 
COGIC 
Bookstore 
272 So. Main 
Memphis, 
Tennessee 
38101 
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WAIT 
ON 
YOUR CALLING 
by 
Dr. R. L. Davis 


Continued from 


last issue 


But that evangelists go in that 
church and revive, restore the 
spiritually dead back to life, and 
bring new life into the church. 
Sometimes it takes an evangelist 
to do this for the pastor. For it 
is the evangelist who has this 
calling, and this is his speciality. 
You see, the callings of God may 
be different from the other, but 
they all work together. Some are 
called for helps, helps for the 


pastor, helps, for the evangelist, 
helps, for the missionaries, and 
helps, for others who serve. 
Helps are important. If your job 
is to be a helper, then do it with 
all that is in you. Remember, 
God is only going to pay you for 
the work which he hired you to 
do. 


You must be trained for any job: 
natural, or spiritual, so don’t get 
impatient and go before you are 
ready, you will never be able to 
do a successful job. 


1987 
HOMECOMING 


To: Former members, friends, 
well-wishers of the Denver 
Heights Church of God in Christ 
and my brothers and sisters 
everywhere. 


Greetings in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. By the grace 
of God, we here at Denver 
Heights COGIC, 512 Dreiss St. 
San Antonio, Texas 78203, are 
planning a 67th Church Anni- 
versary/Homecoming service, 
7:30 p. m. May 12 thru 2:45 p. 
m. May 17, 1987. I would like 
the presence of everyone that are 
in any way connected with the 
Denver Heights Church. 


Iam the newly (less than a year) 
assigned pastor here, and we are 
in the process of renovating the 
building and restoring the Spirit 
here. We need your assistance 
in both areas. 


This is the Mother church here 
in San Antonio. This church 
began in 1913, under the lead- 
ership of Pastor F. C. V. Foard 
of Hearn, Tx. The present build- 
ing was built in 1920. Many of 


the church’s leaders and lay 
persons have come out of Denver 
Heights Church. We can use 
your assistance in preserving 
the heritage of this church. It 
plays a prominent part in the 
history of San Antonio and also 
the National Church. 


When this service is over we 
would like to havea plaque made 
to record the names of those that 
made a contribution of no less 
than $25.00. It would serve as 
a memorial of this occasion. Will 
you beso kind as to send me your 
address so I can send you a 
formal invitation? I need this 
information as soon as possible. 


My mailing address is: Elder L. 
C. Smith, pastor, 1926 Wrangler 
Dr., San Antonio, Texas 78227. 


Yours in Christ, 


Elder L. C. Smith, pastor 


EDITOR 


REVIEWS 
BOOK 


“Listen To My Dream’, is a 
splendid presentation of the life 
and times of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The book is an easy to 
read storybook-history with 
every page having beautifully 
colored illustrations of Dr. 
King’s struggle. This is one you 
must have and now! 


The author, Mrs. Debi Pearl is 
the mother of five chidren and 
feels the Lord inspired her to 
write the story of Dr. King. She 
is also the artist of every illus- 
tration. The book is committed 
to the memory of Dr. King and 
part of the profit is earmarked 
for the education of Black youth. 
See a copy of this book in the 
Church of God in Christ book- 
store. The book is ideal for the 
coming Black History Month 
activities. It retails for only 
$2.00. 


Elder David Hall, 


Editor 
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JURISDICTIONAL 
BISHOP HONORED 


Bishop W. O. Blakely of the First 
Jurisdictional, Indiana was 
honored by the M.O.R.E. Asso- 
ciation, a community group of 
women of East Chicago, Indiana 
where the Bishop serves as 
pastor of the Faith Temple 
Church of God in Christ. Mrs. 
Eunice Roper Allen, the presi- 
dent of the association has been 
acquainted with the Bishop for 
many years and has observed his 
services in the community. He 
has served as pastor for thirty- 
eight years. He lived a sanctified 
life in the community before he 
became a pastor having been 
saved in September of 1926. His 
life in the community has been 
among ministers of many faiths, 
other church groups, and the 
people of the city where he 
serves. He has lived a Christian 
life before the men and women 
of the city and is well-known for 
being a righteous gospel 
preacher’. He has become 
known for his fervent faith, 
humble spirit and dedication to 
God and man. 


For his reputation as a God- 
fearing man and a friend to 
anyone, a scholarship has 
named for him to be given to a 
child from a less fortunate fam- 


ily as well as one scholastically 
deserving each year for the sum 
of One Thousand dollars 
($1,000). The first scholarship 
will be given in 1987. 


To further express appreciation 
for his services to humanity, he 
has been awarded the highest 
award which can be given by the 
governor of the State of Indiana. 
Governor Robert D. Orr awarded 
Bishop Blakely the SAGAMOR 
OF THE WABASH AWARD. 
This award has only been given 
to two other blacks in Lake 
County, Indiana. 


We, the members of Faith Tem- 
ple can attest to the dedication 
of our pastor to God and man. 
He loves us all including the 
children who can command his 
attention because of his love and 
concern for them. We love him 
for the love he exhibits toward 
all. We havea serving pastor and 
may he live long to complete his 
work. 


Mrs. Beatrice Collins, Secretary 
Mother Lucille Gladden, Church 
Mother 

Bishop W. O. Blakely, Pastor 


INTERNATIONAL 
MARSHALL 
HONORED 


A Testimonial Dinner honoring 
Supv. Willie Mae Rivers, Inter- 
national Marshal of the Church 
of God in Christ Women’s 
Department, was held in her 
home state of South Carolina. 
Realizing that the human ten- 
dency is to assume that feelings 
are known with verbalizing or 
displaying them, the women of 
South Carolina planned the 
affair to formally say to their 
Supv. that they love her and 
appreciate her labours in their 
state and in the Church of God 
in Christ International. 


Dr. Gwendolyn Howard of 
Atlanta, Georgia was the key- 
note speaker for the dinner. 
Using as one of her Scriptural 
references Psalm 75:6, Dr. How- 
ard reminded those in attend- 
ance that “...promotion cometh 
neither from the east, nor from 
the west, nor from the south. 
But God is the judge: He putteth 
down one and sitteth up 
another.’’ Although human 
instruments are used to pro- 
mote, it is a sovereign act of God. 
Those whom God chooses 
achieve unparalleled greatness 
by virtue of His use. 


Throughout the evening it 
became evident by the various 
testimonies that the term “loyal 
servant” clearly epitomizes the 
life of Mother Rivers. At the age 
of twenty, Pastor Johnie Johnson 
along with the congregation of 
Calvary Church of God in Christ 
agreed that she exemplified 
leadership ability and at that 
early age Sis. Rivers was 
appointed as Church Mother. 
Because of her dedication and 
faithfulness she was chosen to 
serve as District Missionary and 
later as Assistant Supervisor to 


the late Mother Alice M. Saund- 
ers. She now serves as Jurisdic- 
tional Supervisor. Her dedica- 
tion, however, does not stop in 
South Carolina. Mother Rivers’ 
loyalty to God and her leaders 
is exemplified throughout the 
International Church of God in 
Christ. 


In addition to her latest appoint- 
ment as International Marshal 
for the Women’s Department, 
she also serves on the Interna- 
tional level as Co-chairperson for 
the Executive Board of the 
International Women’s Conven- 
tion and she serves as a member 
of the Evaluation Committee. 
She also served as Chairperson 
of the State Mothers’ Board and 
Chairperson of Exhibits for the 
International Women’s 
Convention. 


The advice that Mother Rivers 
often gives those serving under 
her leadership is to strive to “be 
at God’s disposal completely.” It 
is evident that she is setting the 
example of one who has made 
her life available to God for His 
use and his glory. 


Toastmistress for the Testimon- 
ial Dinner was the charming and 
eloquent Mrs. Vivin Green of 
Hampton, Virginia. Others in 
attendance included Bishop and 
Mrs. J. Johnson, Bishop Samuel 
L. Green, Bishop and Mrs. J. H. 
Sherman, and Bishop and Mrs. 
H. Jenkins Bell. Telegrams, 
cards, telephone calls and other 
expressions of love were 
received from throughout the 
International Church. 


Robie Lee, Reporter 
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MITCHELL 


churches in Dallas, Greenville, 
Corsicana and finally at the St. 
Andrew Church of God in Christ 
where he served faithfully for 
the past nineteen years. 


He worked tirelessly in the 
national church serving as Vice- 
President of the Evangelist 
Department under Bishop L. C. 
Page; National Coordinator of 
the All-Star Musical in Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; UNAC Expeditor, 
and Co-Evangelist of the J. O. 
Patterson Crusade. He was 
active on the jurisdictional level 
as well. He was the first Pres- 
ident of the Texas Northeast 
Evangelist Department, the first 
President of the Texas Nor- 
theast Mission Department and 
was currently serving as super- 
intendent of the Killeen District, 
State Mission President and as 
an administrative assistant to 
Bishop J. Neaul Haynes. 


Elder Mitchell was the recipient 
of many awards and honors. He 
received an honorary doctorate 
degree from the Christian Guild 
of the Churches of God in Christ, 
Inc. He was selected as Minister 
of the Year in 1984 by the Prairie 
View University Interdenomina- 
tional Ministers Conference. He 
received a gold record for his 
album, “Not by Might, Nor by 
Power, But by My Spirit Saith 
the Lord of Hosts.” His latest 
accomplishment was his T.V. 
Outreach Ministry. Through 
this medium, many were 
blessed. 


Our beloved and faithful Pastor 
departed this life suddenly on 
Tuesday, October 28, 1986. His 
survivors include his wife of 
thirty-six years, Sis. Jean Mit- 
chell; three sons: Eld. Hugh 
Mitchell, Bro. Jesse Mitchell, 
Bro. Marcus Mitchell; one daugh- 
ter: Sis. Mary Bell, God-children: 
LeCriss Smith, Mitchell Tracy 
Cyrus, Patrick Henderson, 
Gwen Ray, Kenneth Moales, 
Cynthia Tubbs, Fred Rodgers, 
Charlton Craig, Leon Simon, Jr. 
Erinn Camille Harden and 
Leona Mae Adams; three broth- 
ers; Mr. Chester Mitchell, Mr. 
Robert A. Mitchell, both of 
Dallas and Mr. Eric Mitchell of 
Chicago, Ill., three sisters: Mrs. 
Lola Mae Henson, San Bernar- 
dino, Calif., Mrs. Amanda Gray 
of Dallas, and Sis. Emily Bram 
Bibby of Louisiana; eight grand- 
children: Gino, Jason, Jeana, 
Jessamine, Jonathan, Justin, 
Ashlee and Trish; and one aunt: 
Mrs. Grace Willis of San Bernar- 


dino, California. 
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WOMEN’S 


The department announces the 
appointment of Mother Lena 
Rogers as Chairwoman of the 
Mother’s Board. 


ASU 


ANIL 
SAINTS 


UNIVERSITY 
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OUR YOUTH 
ARE 
DOING FINE 


by 
Barbara McCoo Lewis 
November 18, 1986 


For the first time in several 
years I attended the Saturday 
night ‘Midnight Musical” dur- 
ing the Holy Convocation in 
Memphis. Now don’t get me 
wrong, I still claim a degree of 
youth in my bones, but on 
Saturday evening of the meet- 
ing, my heart and mind turns 
toward hearing the voice of our 
Presiding Bishop and to those of 
you who attend, you know that 
means walking in the conven- 
tion center no later than 6:30 
a.m. on Sunday morning. (If you 
want a seat). 


Well, this year I found myself 
sitting in the Dixon-Meyer Hall 
at twelve midnight waiting for 
the musical to begin. 


Praises be to God, our youth are 
doing fine. I sat in awe at the 
thousands of young people 
seated around me. The hall was 
packed out and running over 
with ninety percent of the crowd 
under the age of thirty. This 
really excited me. 


Across the nation daily, youth 
are dying of drug and alcohol 
overdoses. Not only that but 
many have lost hope, they suffer 
from low self-esteem and infe- 
riority feelings. Others are 
involved in gang activities. The 
plight of America’s youth is 


devastating. 


Church of God in Christ saints, 
look around you and see the 
fruits of your labor. A propor- 
tionate number of our youth are 
leading productive and respecta- 
ble lives, adhering to the teach- 
ings of this great church, trying 
to make heaven their home. 


Oh sure, things have changed. 
Remembering my childhood in 
the church, I observe many more 
liberties that the youth have 
today but then they don’t readily 
accept our teaching and tradi- 
tions unless there is a biblical 
foundation and thats good 
because they have learned to 
think independently and draw 
their own conclusions, develop- 
ing their concepts. 


INLELE 
SAINTS 


UNIVERSITY 


FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 


ELDER A. Z. HALL 
P.O. BOX 320 
MEMPHIS 
TENNESSEE 
38101 


Admittedly I had no idea that so 
many young people attended the 
Convocation. In the general 
gatherings the impact of their 
presence is not as great. 


To the Dr. Mattie Moss Clark, 
president of the National Music 
Department, I pray that God will 
continue to energize you. You 
are doing a great job. The choir 
was made up of hundreds of 
voices that evening, morning, 
but bright and early on Sunday, 
the Official Day of the meeting, 
those same individuals marched 
in, resounding every corner of 
the convention center with their 
melodious voices. 


‘There was a young lady sitting 


next to me at the musical. She 


appeared to be about sixteen or 


seventeen years old all the way 
from Chicago. I began to ques- 
tion her about the musicals 
during the Convocation and she 
shared freely with me, obviously 
an old veteran Convocation 
delegate. Our conversation 
expanded to her local church 
involvement and her love and 
enthusiasm for the Lord was 
obvious. Regretfully, I did not 
get her name but she was the 
personification of the youth in 
our churches across the nation. 


I don’t know, maybe its me but 
I have a special love for young 
people. My two sons are 21 and 
22 years old and I try to be 
sensitive to their needs. Encour- 
agement is needed for our youth 
and when they love the Lord and 
their church it seems to me “‘put 
downs”’ are just not the order of 
the day. 


Music is an effective tool which 
reaches the hearts of men and 
women every Sunday. Lord 
knows what our churches would 
be without music. A “few years 
ago” I made all the musicals and 
as I look back it was a recrea- 
tional activity as well as a means 
of praising God. Maybe I am 
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being too honest but this may 
help someone. The growth Ihave 
experienced in the Lord includes 
my experiences over a period of 
my years in this great church. 
Musicals were one of those 
bridges that brought me across 
and for that I am grateful. For 
the sake of my many bridges 
before me, I dare not burn those 
behind me. Praising the Lord, 
shouting, experiencing a special 
rapport as a choir member and 
even in the audience that epitom- 
ized the unity of the body of 
Christ. All of these emotions 
help to “grow” me. 


Some of our youth are turning 
away from their roots but most 
of them are doing just fine. Lets 
acknowledge them and give 
them a pat on the back for a job 
well done. 


The thief does come to destroy 
but thanks be to God because we 
are victorious. Our youth are 
applying these promises to their 
lives. They are accepting the 
challenges and living for the 
Lord around the world. 


This was a great Convocation. 
After nearly twenty years [came 
back every year with the report 
“This was the greatest.” This 
year however afforded me a 
special experience which 
resulted in a glorious awaken- 
ing. I love the Lord, He’s so good 
to me. 


Our youth are doing fine. It is 
incumbent upon the “‘seasoned”’ 
saints to prayerfully interceed 
daily for our young people. For 
they are not only the church for 
tomorrow but they are vital to 
us today. 


A TRIBUTE TO 
ELDER DELMUS ALLEN 


Elder Delmus Allen, Pastor, Sion 
Temple Church of God in Christ 
1804 W. 79th Street, Chicago, 
Illinois: 


We give tribute to a man who 
has laboured graciously in the 
vineyard of the Lord. He is a man 
who walks close to God. He is 
a man who is always ready to 
give a testimony of Christ 
broken body and shed blood. 


Elder Allen started his ministry 
in 1973 along with his beautiful 
wife Sis. Rose Allen, and family, 
who has worked faithfully by his 
side. His ministry has touched 
the lives of many. And for this 
God had tremendously rewarded 
him openly. 


At this present time his Sunday 
School membership has reached 
the height of more than 100 


members in attendance. He is 
now planning an even greater 
building expansion for the con- 
tinuous work of the Lord. 


He has humbly committed his 
life to the Lord and dedicated 
himself to the service of the 
Lord. He has gained favor in the 
sight of the Lord and the respect 
of many in his community. He 
has won the souls of many 
through love and kindness. 


Elder Allen may the Glory of God 
continue to rest upon you and 
your entire Sion Temple Family. 


And always remember “Foras- 
much as your labour has not 
been in vain.” 


YPWW 


Elder Jack Whitehead announ- 
ces the coming winter quarter 
of the Young People Willing 
Workers topics will present 
Church of God in Christ history. 
The lesson plan explores the 
events and personalities which 
made our Church today. Elder 
Whitehead hopes the lessons 
will stimulate great interest 
about the Church in the hearts 
and minds of our youth. He is 
concerned that we maintain our 
heritage in pentecostalism and 
demonstrate to the word the 
continuity of our belief. As the 
Elder Whitehead stated, “others 
have walked this way before and 
the present generation must 
keep the years of ministry alive 
in the minds of coming 
generations.” 


EDITOR 


Be sure and attend YPWW dur- 
ing the winter quarter. This one 
you need to study. 


37TH ANNUAL 
WOMEN’S 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC. 


MAY 26TH — MAY 31ST, 1987 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 


“KANSAS CITY 


CONVENTION CENTER 


OR. MATTIE McGLOTHEN 
President 


J. O. PATTERSON, Presiding Bishop 
Church of God [n Christ, (nc. 
OR. MATTIE McGLOTHEN 
President 


BISHOP E. H. MOORE 
Host Bishop 


MOTHER NANNIE KING 
Host Supervisor 
Co—Host Jurisdictions 
Entire State of Missouri 
Participating Jurisdictions 
Kansas-Nebraska and Neighboring States 


INCLUDES — 5 NIGHTS 
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ONLY 
Deadline May 10th, 19872 


HOUSING BLANKS 
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM YOUR 
JURISDICTIONAL SUPERVISOR 
OR HER DESIGNEE 
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OBITUARY 


WILLIAMS 


Elder Williams was born 1905, 
in Lexington, Mississippi to Mr. 
and Mrs. Morgan Williams. At 
the age of 16 years old he met 
and married Miss Jessie Jones 
also from Lexington, 
Mississippi. 


Around the year of 1935, Elder 
Williams accepted the Lord as 
his personal savior. He later 
moved his family to Gary, Indi- 
ana around 1936. After living in 
Gary, Indiana for a few years 
under the teaching of his pastor, 
Bishop Oscar Freeman, the Lord 
called Elder Williams to the 
ministry. His first message 
“Run to and fro and find me a 


” 


man. 


He later begin pastoring from a 
small garage on Gary, Indiana’s 
east side. In 1954, the Lord 
blessed Elder Williams and his 
congregation to build and later 
moved into a new church - 
William’s Chapel C.O.G.I.C. 
2201 Tennessee St., Gary. He 
also served as Sunday School 
Supt. for several years. From the 
name of the location of Elder 
William’s new church (Tennes- 
see St.) derived his surname 
“Tennessee Williams.” He pas- 
tored this church until his death, 
October 16, 1986. 


His survivors are: His wife - Mrs. 
Jessie Williams, Gary, Ind.; 4 
sons - Elder Sam Williams - 
Gary, Indiana; Elder Lincoln 
(Catherine) Williams - Buffalo, 
New York; Winfred (Katherine) 
Williams, Jr. - Buffalo, New 
York; Robert (Zenota) Williams 
- Gary, Indiana; 4 daughters - 
Bernice Hughes, - Gary, Indiana; 
Salena Washington Los 
Angeles, California; Lemmie 
(Milton) Yancey - Gary, Indiana; 
Viola (Wendell) McElroy, 1 sister 
- Willie Mae McClinton - Gary, 
Indiana, 2 brothers - Kaleb 
Williams - Alabama, John Wil- 
liams - New York, 42 grandchild- 
ren, 02 great-grandchildren and 
several neices and nephews. 
Elder Williams was known by 
many as a “good man.” He also 
was a godly man. He was one 
of the C.0.G.LC.’s great pio- 
neers, he will be greatly missed 
by all those who knew him well. 


Submitted by: 

Delores Hughes (granddaughter) 
2964 Fontaine Rd. 

Memphis, Tennessee 38106 
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79TH 


text of I Samuel 17:47. His 
message, “The Battles Is The 
Lord’s”, was uncommonly pro- 
found. The brother preached 
David until half the preachers 
in Cook Convention Center felt 
like preaching. No sooner than 
he sat down another brother 
followed him and blessed the 
saints some more. People who 
stayed, received a double bless- 
ing from the Lord. 


Continued from page 1 


DAY 


desired to show kindness to the 
House of Saul. Down in Lodebar 
he found Mephiboseth. In start- 
ing the message, Bishop Patter- 
son spoke of ASU. 1987, will be 
a year for more hard work on 
the vision. He announced 
another round of fund raising 
and spoke of the day ASU will 
become operational. At that 
time, ASU will produce more 
saints who love the Church. He 
was concerned about youth who 
get prepared educationally 
speaking and say the Church 
has done nothing. The Church 
has produced much and our 
system of free will offering and 
anniversary have assured oppor- 
tunity. Trained and educated 
people should love the Church. 
He encouraged them to get 
involved and get off the side line. 


Bishop Patterson was concerned 
about the attitude taken by 
many who get upset and split off 
from the Church. Not everyone 
can be a bishop. Ego and pride 
create despair among the Lord’s 
people and this is not good. He 
called for love and unity among 
the ranks. He restated his desire 
to have a meeting free of board 
meetings and interest group 
meetings, as these apparently 
divide our spirit. Hopefully the 
April meeting can be one of 
finance, politics, etc. The convo- 
cation should be a meeting of 
praise, fasting and prayers. He 
concluded the national and local 
church would be better off 
should we have one totally 
spiritual meeting. 


The bishop hit upon the theme 


291 Hernando Street + P. O. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


Ohe Whole Gruth 


of old time holiness. He believes 
that family worship, prayer and 
those days when the Lord’s 
community shared together 
offers us an ideal for today. We 
must break away from the cir- 
cumstances which create spirit- 
ually blind, flat nosed and poorly 
developed saints; for these can- 
not offer an appropriate sacrifice 
to God. In the same breath he 
asked for greater discipline 
among the ranks of missionaries 
and evangelists. Their calling is 
one of support and being an 
undue burden of challenge to a 
pastor’s ministry. 


About David, the _ bishop 
preached that he was God’s 
chosen. There were other sui- 
tors for the position but God 
chooses whom He desires. At 
issue was the difference between 
appointment and anointment. 
The anointed of God must 
endure hard times and persecu- 
tion which can make one bitter, 
complacent or sweet. He con- 
cluded that persecution made 
David sweet. During his life, not 
only political problems, war and 
death caused him trouble but 
family likewise, His great point 
was one of the unnecessary 
curse upon the righteous by the 
wicked. God is able to restore 
and provide strength to endure. 
We not only endure but do so 
with grace and character. David 
took an unnecessary cursing and 
praised God. Through all of this 
he found time to show a poor 
forgotten mankindness. Though 
Mephiboseth was crippled and a 
broken man, for Jonathan’s seek, 
he embraced him and restored 
him. 


The message and the official 
service provided the saints a 
time of heavenly praise. God was 
good to his people. 


That Sunday evening the Dr. 
Marion Gordon Robertson better 
known to the world as Rev. Pat 
Robertson was the speaker. Dr. 
Robertson is a possible candidate 
for the presidency of the United 
States of America. Bishop Pat- 
terson presented him as a friend 
and reflected,’ I would love to 
see a spirit filled person as the 
head of our nation.” Dr. Robert- 
son took his time and developed 
a message which related well the 
hard struggles of everyday peo- 
ple. For God has taken what was 
thought foolishness and con- 
founded the wise. He has given 
the weak the victory in the face 
of great opposition. The subject 
of his message was ‘‘God 
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Chooses Ordinary People To Do 
Extraordinary Things.” He sited 
examples of people like Mr. Sam 
Tolbert, a black broadcast engi- 
neering genius, who helped Dr. 
Robertson develop his world- 
wide telecasting operations. He 
made historical reference to Dr. 
George Washington Carver and 
Andrea Crouch, as ordinary 
people used of God to do extraor- 
dinary things. The saints are 
likewise the same type people 
whom is using daily. 


He went on to preach about the 
problems of the world. How 
abortion has claimed millions of 
unborn children, all in the name 
sexual freedom and individual 
rights. This new liberation has 
meant increased abuse of drugs 
and alcohol and the many situa- 
tions which currently lessen the 
quality of life. We have a break- 
down of marriage, management- 
labor troubles, racism and other 
social problems. Dr. Robertson 
was nonetheless hopeful 
because he reflected well how 
Jesus is the answer. The answer 
is the mobilization of the ordi- 
nary people. All spirit-filled 
people do extraordinary things. 


Dr. Robertson’s message was 
received gladly by the saints. All 
know that Christ is the answer 
and pray that spirit-filled people 
everywhere are encouraged 
evermore. 


The following Monday morning 
was communion worship. 
Bishop Charles Blake, voted one 
of America’s ten great 
preachers, delivered the mes- 
sage. He took time to reflect over 
the recent loss of his father, 
Bishop J. A. Blake, Elder S. E. 
Mitchell and Bishop C. Davis. He 
selected his text from St. John 
6:35, 53-56 and developed the 
subject, “Jesus Wants To Be 
Very Close To You.” He did a 
thorough job on developing the 
Scripture. His comment that 
Jesus’ problem was not one of 
being extreme, it was the 
extreme interpretation placed 


upon his message that was a 
problem, set the tone of the 
message. The ministry of Jesus 
was not a distant and unrealistic 
witness. He witnessed to the 
righteousness and truth of God. 
Jesus wanted to be part and 
parcel of the believer. He wanted 
believers to abide in him like- 
wise. Communion is symbolic of 
this fellowship between the once 
slain Lord, who now being risen 
demands this same closeness 
today. Bishop Blake’s classic 
message had an insight which 
made the worship an event of 
quality time. 


Thousands of saints worship the 
Lord at the table that morning. 
The service was never more 
beautiful and sacred. 
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HERO 


During the Fund drive for ASU 
in this past year’s summer, 
Bishop Porter served as Chair- 
man of Special Projects. One of 
the several projects of the ASU— 
Saints Center Board was the 
Hand and Body Lotion. Although 
he went into the field as Second 
Vice Chairman of the Saints 
Center Board and Chairman of 
the Projects, Bishop Porter 
became the clarion voice of the 
Church in those areas and in 
those matters that needed 
explaining where the General 
Church and it’s Leadership is 
concerned. He knows the 
Church. He loves the Church. He 
has proven his loyalty to the 
Church by his unfailing service. 
This periodical wanted to pause 
for a moment and cause you to 
notice “AN UNSUNG HERO...” 


